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Once a Paws a Time  
 
On May 31, 2017, the Humane Society of Weld County will kick off the Once a Paws a Time 
Reading Program with a barbeque and orientation at the Shelter.  
 
This  program was developed with two goals in mind:  Enhance the lives of the cats who are 
awaiting adoption in the shelter and to help children (ages 6-14) retain and increase their reading 
skills.  We anticipate we will have 50 children spend 20 hours each throughout the next year 
reading to the cats in the feline habitat rooms.  Parents can sign their children up to read to the 
cats in 30 minute increments per day.  Parents must be present with the child while participating 
in this program. 
 
HSWC Executive Director, Elaine Hicks, stated “This is a fantastic opportunity for children to 
not only increase their reading skills but to enrich the lives of our feline friends while they await 
their “furever home”.  By participating in this program, the children will also learn how to be 
responsible pet owners and to advocate for our furry friends.” 
 
Animal Care Technicians at the shelter share that cats receive fewer requests for pre-adoption 
visits and may remain in the shelter longer than the average dog.  This program will help these 
cats stay socialized, which will ultimately give them confidence when greeting a potential new 
furever family. 
 



Training will be provided at the kick off event and will include animal behavior, safety with 
animals, and caring for animals. Participants will also receive a shelter tour and program 
handbook. The event will also feature a read aloud from local author, Colleen Samson. 
 
Board Member JB Schmidt stated, “As a passionate animal lover and avid reader, I am 
incredibly excited for our community children to partner with the Humane Society of Weld 
County in the “Once a Paws a Time” reading program. This incredible program will not only 
benefit our shelter cats through increased socialization but will provide literacy benefits for the 
children in the program. The shelter cats provide a non-judgmental audience for the cats and the 
children’s voices are soothing for the cats. This is a win win program!” 
 
Kara Englert, 6th grade teacher and Board Member says "I am thrilled for the children of our 
community and the cats at our shelter to have this joint opportunity! Reading aloud is one way to 
increase fluency, develop and practice comprehension strategies, and  build vocabulary 
knowledge. Reading aloud to the cats at the shelter will not only help children build their reading 
skills, but will most importantly foster a love for reading as well as empathy and kindness toward 
animals.” 
  
Parents of interested children may email Executive Director, Elaine Hicks at 
ehicks@weldcountyhumane.org to request an application for the reading program. Applications 
are also available for pick up at the shelter’s front desk and on the shelter’s Facebook event page. 
 
For more information on the program, please call volunteer coordinator, Elaine Hicks at 
970-506-9550 extension 24 or email your questions to ehicks@weldcountyhumane.org.  

mailto:volunteermanager@weldcountyhumane.org

