
I’m sure by now that everyone has either 
seen or heard about the family cat that po-
tentially saved the little boy’s life.  And in 
case you missed that story, there are count-
less others that tell of animals alerting their 
owners to fires, disasters and now, even 
detecting certain types of cancer.   Every 
day I am in awe of what each and every ani-
mal that comes through the shelter has to 
offer a new family.  Regardless of age, breed 
or species, each of these pets has a unique 
quality and/or personality that blooms in the 
right home.  I truly believe that our shelter 
pets know they are being rescued and are 
being given that second chance to flourish 
with loving and caring owners.  So again, if 
you are looking for an opportunity to give 
an animal a new home, please visit your lo-
cal shelter to find that “diamond in the ruff” 
for a lifetime of companionship and love.  
On behalf of the animals, we sincerely ap-
preciate all of your support and could not do 
what we do without you!   

 

Thank you and have a great summer! 

 

 

 

Elaine Hicks 
Executive Director 

Fuzzy Love : Love in all 

Colors by Judith Schmidt 

Sponge Bob was the homeliest kitten I had 
ever seen.  His body parts did not appear to 
fit together and his face looked alien 
like.  His ears, rather than being rounded at 
the tips, looked like a child had drawn them 
on to his head with straight edged trian-
gles.  Because his limbs were abnormally 
short, compared to the rest of his body, his 
movement was a strange tottering.  His bel-
ly practically dragged on the floor.  With his 

short legs and bloated belly he sort of re-
sembled a tick. He refused to eat the dry 
kitten food and needed help eating his spe-
cial formula kitten food mush.   At times, it 
seemed like more food made it on to his hair 
coat than down his throat.  Daily baths were 
necessary to clean up his food caked fur. 
Within days, Gina, our housemate, started 
referring to him as the “special” baby.  Thus, 
Sponge Bob became Special Bob. 

 

But, what Special Bob lacked in looks, he 
made up for in charm.   

 

Story continued on page 6... 

“This tiny, unique kitten 

(began) worming his way  

into our hearts” 

S pring is finally here and with the nice 
weather comes the opportunity to 
think about giving that stray or home-

less animal its forever home.  The Humane 
Society of Weld County has pets of all sizes, 
breeds, and energy levels that have an abun-
dance of love, companionship and loyalty to 
give to a lucky human.  If you’ve even 
thought about adding a pet to your home, 
now is the time.  We have a great selection 
of large and small dogs, kittens and cats of 
all colors and personalities as well as a beau-
tiful bunny that needs a home.  You can see 
all of our available pets on our website at 
weldcountyhumane.org. 

Letter from the Director 
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Larry Selzle-President 

Ron Kingsford– Vice President 

Barbara Hines- Treasurer 

Harriet Meeker– Secretary 

Deborah Sergesketter 

Joe Tymkowych 

 

2014 Board of Directors 

The Humane Society of Weld County is seeking volunteer residents to join its 
Board of Directors.  As a Board member, you can be a tremendous source of 
leadership, relief, support and inspiration for staff, volunteers, patrons and  

anyone who cares about the plight of homeless and abandoned animals.  

For more information, please contact Elaine Hicks, Executive Director,  

at 970-506-9550 x24 or by email, ehicks@weldcountyhumane.org. 
 

 

Light of our Lives 

From: Jamie Roth 

Sent: Thursday, April 03, 2014 4:36 PM 

To: Elaine Hicks 

Subject: Thank you 

 

Good afternoon, Elaine. Fourteen years ago, 
my husband and I lived in Greeley. We 
adopted the most adorable border-collie/
blue-heeler pup from your shelter. She has 
been the light of our lives ever since. We 
have moved away from Greeley. Sadly, her 
health has declined, and tomorrow we will 
take her to the vet to gently and humanely 
end her suffering.  

 

She has had fourteen years of happy life 
with us– going hiking, camping, fishing, play-
ing Frisbee, hanging out in the garden, 
sleeping by the fire. We have had fourteen 
years of boundless love from her. 

 

Thank you for all that you do. You make a 
difference every day in the lives of animals 
and their future families. Without you, your 
staff and volunteers, we would not have met 
Mickey, or had 
the countless 
moments of joy 
she has brought 
us. I just wanted 
to take a mo-
ment to thank 
you. 

Mickey 
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Keep Pets Safe and Toxins Away  

With the recent legalization of marijuana in Colorado, there has 
been an increased number of pet poisonings caused by pets eating 
their owner’s supply.  The Animal Poison Control Center of the 
ASPCA has compiled a list of the top ten toxins of 2013, and mariju-
ana was not on their list last year, though it may be coming on the 
2014 list.   

The following substances can be deadly to your pets, so take spe-
cial precautions with them.  It is always a good idea to “pet proof” 
your home including keeping trash secure in a closet or a locking 
trashcan, keep chemicals behind cupboard doors, and your own 
medications in cabinets high away from your pets. 

 

Top ten toxins of 2013- most reported deaths by cause: 

1. Permethrin- a common insecticide, especially in dog flea prod-
ucts.  This can be deadly to cats, so pet owners, be especially 
cautious and ensure the label states the product is for cats. 

2. Laundry detergent- the new individual packets can look like 
treats to dogs and causes gastrointestinal and respiratory 
problems. 

3. 5-fluorouracil- this is a human topical chemotherapy drug for 
common skin cancers.  Death is usually caused by seizures that 
are refractory to treatment. 

4. Carbamates- a type of insecticide, some are illegal in the US.  
Pets die quickly if they eat or are exposed on their skin. 

5. Ivermectin- this is a common drug used in animals to treat in-
testinal parasites, and heartworms.  The problem is typically 
due to owners giving horse products to their dogs and cats at 
too high a dose.  This can cause seizures and death. 

6. Hops- these plants are used in brewing beer, and if pets eat 
them, it causes high temperatures and death. 

 

7. Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDS)- dogs and cats 
don’t metabolize the same as humans, so the Advil or Tylenol 
that you take for pain, causes severe kidney damage and often 
death. 

8. Caffeine- the stimulant in coffee, energy drinks, and energy 
pills can overstimulate a dog, causing high temperatures, sei-
zures, and death. 

9. Rat poison- anticoagulant rodenticides- this type of poison 
causes the rodent to bleed internally and die.  When dogs and 
cats eat the bait, or the rodent that has eaten the bait, they 
also start bleeding internally and can die without treatment. 

10. Alpha Lipoic Acid and Fluroquinolones- tied for 10th place.  Al-
pha lipoic acid is a human dietary supplement that causes liver 
damage and seizures.  Fluoroquinolones (Ciprofloxacin is one 
kind) are a class of antibiotics- at high doses, they cause sei-
zures. 

 

Keep your pets safe by keeping these and other potential poisons 
out of reach.  If you have any concerns about your pet and possible 
exposure, call your veterinarian for an appointment.  The Animal 
Poison Control Center at 1-888-426-4435.  The whole top ten list 
can be found at www.aspcapro.org.   

 

 

“There has been an increased number  

of pet poisonings caused by pets eating 

their owner’s (marijuana) supply” 
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NEWSLETTER 

Top Ten: Reasons to Spay or  

Neuter 

1. Live a Longer Healthier Life 

Spaying and neutering can prevent several cancers of the  

reproductive organs.  

 

2. Reduce Roaming Behavior 

This is highly important for the safety of your pets as there are many 
dangers out in the community. From traffic to wildlife make sure 
your pet is safe where they should be: at home. 

 

3. Better Manners 

Spaying and neutering your pet can help them focus more on their 
human family– and less on creating a furry family. 

 

4. Cost Effective 

The Humane Society of Weld County offers low-cost surgeries for 
dogs and cats. See our price list on the side. 

 

5. Good for the Community 

Unneutered animals will try to roam. Stray animals can pose prob-
lems in the community– from car accidents to frightening children.  

 

6.        Help Fight Overpopulation. 

According to the Humane Society of the United States, an estimated 
10,000 human babies are born every day. That same day 70,000 pup-
pies and kittens are born! By spaying and neutering your pet, you 
can ensure their offspring will never become one of the millions of 
homeless animals in US shelters today. 

 

7. Spaying and Neutering will NOT make your pet fat 

This is a myth. A diet of healthy food and exercise will keep your pet 
fit and trim regardless of whether they are spayed or neutered. 

 

8. Not Dealing with a Pet in Heat 

Need we say more? 
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9. Can be done younger than you think 

This routine surgery can be safely performed as early as 2 months old.  

 

10. Your pet doesn’t need to give birth for your children to  

experience the miracle of life. 

With millions of homeless animals in animal shelters across the nation, 
you can teach the value of every pet’s life by showing the importance of 
adopting from shelters. Kids as young as 10 years old can volunteer for 
the Humane Society of Weld County with an adult.  

Contact Kaitlyn Holloway at (970) 506-9550 to learn more. 

 

Source: www.aspca.org 
 

Our Price List* 
Cats 

Neuter (male)    $25 

Spay (female)    $55 
 

Dogs 

Spay/Neuter (under 75lbs)  $75 

Spay/Neuter (over 75lbs)   $95 

 

*Additional fees may apply. See full price list on our website. 

www.WeldCountyHumane.org 

$10 Small Dog 

$15 Med-Large Dog 

 Each dog wash includes one beer! 

 Volunteers wash your dog while 

you enjoy your beer. 

Crabtree Brewing Company 
2961 29th Street, Greeley  

June 28, July 26 & August 30 

(last Saturday of the month) 
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Graceful Maverick by Deborah Sergesketter 

Your Letters 

Page 5 

When Sky, my ragdoll cat of seventeen years passed away in March I knew I wanted to 
open my home to another elderly cat.  Looking at the Humane Society’s website I noticed 
two twelve year old males and of course wanted both of them.  I delayed and as several 
weeks went by it became harder to think of both of them being there and waiting for a 
home.  One day I happily noticed that the beautiful Snowflake has been adopted.  Thank 
you to whoever adopted him as you made my decision for me. And I hope that Snowflake 
is as wonderful of a pet as my Rooney (now Maverick).  Upon bringing Maverick home he 
fit in easily with the other pets and besides being hyperthyroid, which is common in older 
cats, is in very good health for his age.  A tiny pill twice a day in a pill pocket has now nor-
malized his system and he is now gaining weight.  In a short amount of time this lovable cat 
has become a lap cat and his gentle personality is flourishing.  An older cat can be a very 
calming influence on our otherwise cluttered and busy lives.  It lets us appreciate that as 
we all must age; we can only hope to age as gracefully as my Maverick.     

“An older cat can be a very calming influence  

on our otherwise cluttered and busy lives. ” 



FEELS GOOD TO VOLUNTEER                WWW.WELDCOUNTYHUMANE.OR G 

Grant Provides Affordable Surgery 

The Humane Society of Weld County is happy to announce that we have recently re-
ceived a grant for $15,500 from the Animal Assistance Foundation to spay and neuter 
approximately 250 local cats at no cost to the owner. The grant requires the cat owners 
to be low-income, and residing in Weld County. Proof of income, residency and owner-
ship is also required. Acceptable documents include: a food stamp and/or other human 
service eligibility card, tax return and /or a student ID, for income verification; a utility bill, 
or lease to prove residency and a veterinarian receipt or a photo with the cat and the 
owner to verify ownership. 

 

Spay and neuter clinics are scheduled by appointment. Please help us spread the word. If 
you, or anyone you know is interested, please call (970) 506-9550 to schedule an appoint-
ment. The program will be open until the end of November 2014, or when the funds run 
out. 

 

Secretly though, I had a plan to wait for the perfect male 
orange tabby.  I have lost two orange tabbies in my life, 
both were the most amazing cats, and I have been wanting 
another for years.  With each week that Special Bob stayed 
with us, my resolve weakened.  I told myself that I would be 
failing at fostering if I kept him; I couldn’t keep every kit-
ten.  When Special Bob’s sisters went back to shelter for 
adoption, Bob was still too small.  He needed to grow for a 
couple more weeks.  He stayed with us two weeks too long 
though; he would become our foster failure.   

 

When he finally reached the two pound quota, I dropped 
him off at the shelter in the morning  for his neuter surgery 
and proudly adopted him that afternoon.  I had realized 
that I didn’t need to wait for an orange tabby, love can 
come in all colors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judith Schmidt is a foster parent for the Humane Society of 
Weld County. Check out more of her blog posts by searching 

“Fuzzy Love: A Year of Foster Kittens”. If you are interested in 
learning more about our foster program, please contact  

Kaitlyn Holloway at (970) 506-9550 x25 

 

If kittens could have 
a “Pollyanna” person-
ality, then Special Bob 
did.  He embraced life 
with what appeared 
to be joy and vig-
or.  He loved everyone 
in the house but most 
especially our Corgi, 
Lucy.  They developed 
a very special bond 
and finding the two 
snuggled together 
soon became a com-
mon scene. 

 

The only household member not caught in Bob’s spell was 
Oreo, our older kitty.  Oreo has despised each and every foster 
kitten but she seems to hold an extra special dislike for Bob; 
jealously rearing it ugly green head.  Bob was un-phased, he 
continued to totter behind her, barely dodging the  swipes at 
him. 

 

This tiny, unique kitten was worming his way into our 
hearts.  Dan started telling me daily that I would never be able 
to let him go.  My friends started badgering me to keep him.  I 
was resolved though, we were not keeping him!  From the mo-
ment I started fostering, I made it loudly known that we were 
not keeping any kittens.  One cat was enough.   

Fuzzy Love: Love in all Colors by Judith Schmidt 

                       ...Continued from cover page 

 



3 Summer/Fall 

2013 

Executive Director– Elaine Hicks   ehicks@weldcountyhumane.org 

Director of Operations– Elaine Wood  ewood@weldcountyhumane.org 

Veterinarian– Dr. Mary Egan   m.egan@weldcountyhumane.org 

Development Coordinator– Wendie Robinson wrobinson@weldcountyhumane.org 

Volunteer Program Manager– Kaitlyn Holloway kholloway@weldcountyhumane.org 

Shelter Manager– Tiffany Kyle   tkyle@weldcountyhumane.org 

Assistant Shelter Manager– Shannon Ruff  sruff@weldcountyhumane.org 

Business Manager– Nicole Chambers  businessmanager@weldcountyhumane.org 

Behavior Helpline– Deb Legel   behaviorhelpline@weldcountyhumane.org 

Key Contacts 

Tagg it Foward 

“When you keep 

your own pet safe 

and healthy with 

Tagg- The Pet 

Tracker, you’re  

also helping our 

cause – what could 

be better?” 

The Humane Society of Weld County and Tagg-The Pet Tracker 
have teamed up to keep pets safe and give owners peace of mind. 
Since one in three pets will run away in their life time and Tagg 
shares our commitment to pet safety, they have created a device 
that allows owners to locate their pets at a moment’s notice.  

 

Anyone who has lost a pet can tell you that it’s a stressful situation. 
Tagg uses advanced GPS and wireless technology to immediately 
alert you via text or email if your pet ever gets out. Tagg provides 
you with the location of your pet so you can quickly retrieve them 
using a map through the free Tagg app, or online. The light weight, 
durable, and water resistant tracker attaches to your pet’s existing 
collar.  

 

This partnership also helps us in our mission to keep pets healthy. 
The tracker records your pet’s activity levels throughout the day so 
you can make sure that they are getting enough vet-recommended 
exercise. Since our furry family members can’t tell you when they 
aren’t feeling well, one of the first signs of health issues is a decline 
in activity. With Tagg you will know early on that they need a vet 
visit. 

 

We are proud to be one of the shelters Tagg has partnered with 
nationwide to improve pet safety and health. Though our shelter, 
pet parents will receive a 10% discount on the Tagg Tracker with 

two months free service when they enter TIF1040 and Tagg will 
donate $25 to the Humane Society of Weld County. 

 

Thank You Newsletter Sponsors! 
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Did you know? 

 You can vaccinate your pet f0r Rabies at our 
low cost vaccination clinic for as low as $10 

 Like us on Facebook! Just go to 
www.facebook.com/weldcountyhumane  

 Last year we spayed and neutered 2,147 cats 
and dogs! 

Join us for our 4th annual Yappy Hour! This “family and dog friendly” event, will be held on  

Saturday, June 21 at Twin Rivers Park from 4pm-7pm featuring live music by “The Sophistocats”.  
With an adult ticket purchase of $15, wine, beer and other spirits, and BBQ will be provided,  

along with water tasting for the dogs!    

Get your walking shoes out, and join us for our 26th annual event to be held at Twin Rivers Park, on Saturday, August 23 starting at 9:00 am.  
Another dog and family friendly event! If you don’t have a dog to walk, you can rent a shelter dog for $10. The registration is $25 in advance and 
$30 on the day of the event.  Children 12 and under are free!  T-shirts are included.  

Sponsorship Opportunities: 

Top Dog -  $500   Party Animal - $250  

Puppy Love - $100  

Sponsorship Opportunities: 

Leader of the Pack - $1,500   True Companion - $750 

Tail Wagger - $500   Furry Friend - $250 

Frisky Puppy - $100  

Sponsorship Opportunities: 

Plan to join us at the Embassy Suites at I-25 and Highway 34 on Saturday, November 8,  

 by purchasing tickets, a table, a corporate sponsorship, or perhaps you’d like to donate  

a silent auction item! 

 

Please contact Wendie Robinson at (970) 506-9550 x29 

And see our website for details: 

www.WeldCountyHumane.org 


