
You are Invited! 
Who:   

Children 6-14 years old (with a parent 
or guardian) 

 
What:   

Once a Paws a Time Reading Program 
Kick-off BBQ and information night 

 
Where:   

Humane Society of Weld County  
1620 42nd Street   
Evans, CO 80620 

 
When:   

May 29, 2019 5:30-7:00 
 

Click here to R.S.V.P. 
 

 

 

 

 

Additional Information 

 Click here to join the reading program!  

Contact us for Additional Information 

Elaine Hicks 970-506-9550  
onceapawsatime@gmail.com 

 

Thank You to our 2019 Sponsors  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Humane Society of 

Weld County 

Once a Paws a Time 

Reading Program 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rfiDdhHPwNif6_SjayKwWz7Rx6Fk5lIZBr6tg4goI4o/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/2/d/1Nm_eB5AYUyp2oxVxDwARoj_1Sr2Q6xLrm3C_e_cnXzs/edit?usp=drive_open
mailto:volunteermanager@weldcountyhumane.org


Once a Paws a Time 

This program was developed with two 

goals in mind:  Enhance the lives of the 

cats who are awaiting adoption in the 

shelter and to help children (ages 6-14) 

retain and increase their reading skills. 
  

“As a passionate animal lover and avid 

reader, I am incredibly excited for our 

community children to partner with the 

Humane Society of Weld County in the 

“Once a Paws a Time” reading program. 

This incredible program will not only 

benefit our shelter cats through 

increased socialization but will provide 

literacy benefits for the children in the 

program. The shelter cats provide a non-

judgmental audience for the children 

and the children’s voices are soothing 

for the cats. This is a win win program!” 

–Former HSWC Board Member, JB 

Schmidt 

Benefits of Reading 

Aloud 

There are many benefits of reading 

aloud. Reading aloud is one way for 

students to build oral reading fluency. 

Oral reading fluency is the skill of 

reading automatically and with 

expression. Reading comprehension also 

increases when students read aloud. 

This allows students to think deeply and 

make connections to texts. Reading 

aloud allows children to learn other 

skills such as grammar, sequencing, and 

text structure. Most importantly, reading 

aloud helps children develop a love of 

reading. 

 

 

 

 

Feline Benefits of 
Being Reading To 

While cats and kittens may not understand 

plot, problem and solution, and character 

traits they do understand the soothing 

sound and comforting tone of a child’s 

voice. 

Kara Englert, 6th grade teacher and 

Board Member says, "I am thrilled for 

the children of our community and the 

cats at our shelter to have this joint 

opportunity! Reading aloud is one way 

to increase fluency, develop and practice 

comprehension strategies, and build 

vocabulary knowledge. Reading aloud to 

the cats at the shelter will not only help 

children build their reading skills, but 

will most importantly foster a love for 

reading as well as empathy and kindness 

toward animals.”  

 


